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General Information
A visa to the Russian Federation is a document, permitting stay in Russia for a specific period of time. The visa lists your entry/exit dates, your vital information and passport details. Please note, that your Russian visa is an exit permit just like it’s an entry permit: if you lose it or over stay your designated departure date, leaving the country could be extremely difficult and you can be fined for every day over the validity of your visa. Any applications requesting a visa with a validity of more than 3 months require an HIV test result to support the application.
What does a Russian visa look like?
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Russian Tourist Visa
1. This type of visa is issued to tourists who have booked accommodation in Russia for non-business reasons. 
2. Tourist visas are issued for a maximum of 30 days. 
3. Visa applications must be supported by an official tourist invitation letter which is an official document issued by a Russian travel company, licensed by the Ministry of Foreign affairs, inviting you to visit Russia as a tourist. 
4. The Invitation is issued in two parts; one part is the confirmation of the official invitation from the registered travel company in Russia and is written mainly in Russian, the second part is the Hotel Voucher showing pre-booked accommodation. 
What does a tourist support document look like?
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Russian Business Visa
1. This type of visa is issued for travelers, who visit Russia on official or private business. 
2. Business visas may be issued with up to two entries for up to 90 days, or multiple-entries valid for 6 or 12 months with unlimited entries/exits. HIV test is required for visas valid over 3 months. Invitations for double or multiple entry visas must be original
3. Visa support is in the form of an official document with an official “authorization/reference number” issued by the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The document is usually written all in Russian. In some cases the Invitation letter is sent directly to the Embassy and only the authorization number is used.
What does a Business support document look like?
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Russian Private or Homestay Visa
1. If the purpose of your trip to Russia is to visit friends or relatives you can apply for a homestay or visitors visa. This type of visa allows you to stay in the Russian Federation for up to 90 days. 
2. Friends or relatives who will host you during your Russian visit will need to obtain a visa invitation for you from a local OVIR (office of visas, passports and registrations). Only original OVIR invitations can be used to support your visa application. Obtaining an OVIR invitation can be a very lengthy and troublesome procedure. 
Where do I get a Russian Invitation or Visa Support.

Option 1. The visa support documents are organized through the travel company that is organizing your trip or the business that you will be visiting.
Option 2.  Contact us to request EmbassyLink Ltd to organize the visa support on your behalf.
Registration of Russian Visas in Russia.
It is a requirement of the immigration authorities that you register your presence in the country with the local OVIR office for any stay of more than 3 days (72 hours). This registration is usually done automatically by your hotel, but it is best to confirm this with your hotel upon arrival as not all hotels are authorized to register visas with the OVIR.

How to arrange a Russian Visa
Step 1. Download the visa requirements and application form from the Requirements page
Step 2. Contact EmbassyLink or your travel agent or business contact in Russia to organize your visa support.
Step 3. Check the processing time for both the visa and the invitation letter.

Step 4. Forward all the requirements and support documents to EmbassyLink’s office in Vancouver

